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To the Congregation at Step- 
ney, that were the Auditors of 
this Sermon, All Covenant-mes- 
ties be multiplied through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Shall not put my ſelf to the 

_ charge of importuning your 
acceptance of this Sermon , 

' being perſwaded that you _ 
whoſe ears were tyed to faſt tothe 
Preachers lips when it was delivered, 
will not ditdain to caſt your eyesu 
on it when it is tranſlated from the 
Pulpit to the Preſs. Had not an un- 
ſavoury breath ( that common tell- 
tale ofa foul tomach .) bowed upon 
it to infeRion, it had lain fill with 
its elder brethren in the 'dark Se- 
pulchre of Oblivion. Nor yet could 
that have raiſed it again , had not 
your affetionate delire rouled a- 
way the ſtone from the mouth of 

A 2 the - 
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"2s Eviſtle Dedicatory. A 


2 Cor. 3.1 and bin crucified : 


the Sepulchre. You{it ſeems) fir | -— 
diſcovered other men digging pits | temp 
in the field of my reputation, to the 
find the unknown treaſure of their | but 
own , and therefore thought the] Ser: 
publiſhing this Sermon the beſtÞ that 
way to fill them up again; which I} | 
readily aflented to, that the World| tim 
may 1ce how eaſily innocence and} hav 
plain dealing may be Baptized intof Tex 
the name of Faction and Sedition; || har 
nay that I preached Rebellion and] qi 
Treaſon is charged upon. this. Ser-J my 
mon, meerly becauſe I ſpoke off 
. ſinful compliance with the Ceremonies} tho 
againſt Conſcience ;, That 1 mentie-|| the 
ned not either the King or his Go-ſ yo! 
vernment , neither at that time norſ] del 
at any other, ſave only to pray for 
him , as by the Command of God! 
am bound to do, I have thouſands « 
Witneſſes among you. - 

How little my Sermons have been « 
tuft with State matters you can all _ 
ecſtific ; / did determine to know ne-J V1 
thing among you, ſave Feſus Cbrif 


That I have not in this Sermon 
ſpoken any thing of rhe nature 


temepts 
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temptations, &c. Is not only becauſe 


the Subje& leads not dire&tly to it, 
but becauſeT have heretofore in 20. 
Sermons from Rev, 3, 10. handled 
that ſubje&t among you. 

{ had thought might have con- 
timed with you long enouph to 
have out-lived my deſign upon. this 
Text; but the wiſe God ( #2 whoſe 
hands my times are ) hath given me a 


quietus eſt, not only in- reference to 


my place, but to my conſcience allo, . 
The greateſt evill I ſhall wiſh to 


;{ thoſe that ſucceed me, ſhall be , that 


they may be as true to the intereſt of 
your precious fouls , as 1 did alwaies 
deſire, and to my power endeavour 


| to be - God 15 my record, that I ſought 
rar yours, but you. My eare-and 


prayer hath alwaies been, that you 
might receive Heavenly treaſure out 
of a poor earthen weſſel. 


| may fay, that no part of Gods, 


Pſa.31.15 


gs Cer..i.. 
14s ; 


Vineyard in- the whole Nation hath Mr- Bur- 


had more choice and eminent labo- 


roughs, M, 


taker 


rers ( my ſelf- excepted ) than this 14 Bridge, 
of Srepney for ſeveral years toge- and till. 
ther; and in this regard I had a 2owMr.. 
hard Province to right after ſuch 7%. 


A. copies; 
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copies, but who looks for a Mang 
head upon a Childs ſhoulders 5 nor 
will God require the improvement 
of ten talents where he gives but one, 

What good the Lord hath done 
by me, blets him for ; ſet my name 
to no more than the weaknels and 
infirmities that were diſcovered in 
my performances. 

1 have ground to hope that 
through the dew of Gods grac 
watering the ſeed of the Word p 
* ſome were converted , fome con 
"* vinced, ſome confirmed ; and my 
20, 1. hearts deſire and prayer to Ged for 

**. all ſhall be that theymay be ſaved. (s 

Now the God of peace that brought 
apain from the dead our Lord Feſus, 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting t& 
venant make you perfett in every good 
work to do his will , working in you 
that which u well-pleaſing in bu ſight, 
through Fefus Corift , to whom be glory 


for ever and ever, Amen. 


Ldeny 
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Matthew HMead:: 
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TO THE 


Ingenuous Reader. 


His Sermon had ne- 
ver borrowed one hour 
of thy light, could 
prejudice and w-will 

(which never ſpeaks well) have ſuffered 

it to have lain in darkneſs, It was ho-- 

neſtly born, but unknown to the Pa- 
rent , it was brought under a Cans. 
nical Baptiſm , where it received the. 


lien of the Crolz, and ſo © made 


. Crucianus , though not Chriſlianus; 


had it but pleaded the holineſs of Ve- 


 ſtures, the decency of a Ceremony , no 


doubt though its ſubject had not been 

ſo good, yet its cenſure had not been 
0 bad. 

. The Author intended no more un the 

delivering of it to us Hearers , than a 

| A. 4 help; 


To the Reader. 


1 Pet. 52, 


Toll, 9. 9s 


+ Might be made blind. 


help to the delivering of then fron 


the Watchmen give warning , 6 
when the Enemy us approaching ? and 
when ſhould they call loud: ft to ſpiti- 
tual watchfulnels, bur when they are 
weareſt to the ſnares of ſpiritual wick- 
ednels ? This was the praitice of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt;, watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. 
What it was in the Sermon that 
could joſſibly cfferd , I cannot gueſs, 
unleſs the eighth Head, and I wot- 
der not much at their offerice at that, 
ſince it appears they are weak brethren, 
Ht ts ſaid that men ſhould walk rat as 
Wiſe , but as fools , when the drift f 
the diſcourſe , was to teach themto 
walk not as fools, but as wile ; and 
that a Sermon of Temptation ſhould 
become a Temptation ;, thus is Chriſt 
himſclf « ſtone of ſtumbling , whil/? 
they that fo mannerly bow their bodies 
to the Name of Feſus , cannot bend 
their conſciences at the truth of Jeſus, 
but herein is that Scripture fulfilled, 
For Judgment I am,come into this 
World , that they which : ſee not 
might ſee, and that they which ſee 
There 
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To the Reader. | 

There us ſomewhat ſpoken about 
"I ſnfull compliance with Ceremonies ,, 
wy and not much, if it had been more , it- 
"] bad n20t been much , coming from. one 
if that was born too late to remember. 
'} them prattiſed, and: thinks he ſhould 
| izeroo long to ſee them. impoſed : If” 
Ty to ſpeak, again Will-worſhip and 
Ty Superſtition, be a fzult , ( for that #5 

crime )who can love the Lord Fe- 
x 4 Chriſt in ſinceaity, and at this. 
1] teme be innocent? I] had rather be. 
"| charged with frowardncſs before men,, 
| than to be charged nith unfaithfulneſs. 
| before God. | 
Expeft not Iiads. in'a nut-ſhell;, 
| much mthis lutle , it being but con- 
cieved but the daybefore it was bory-1 
reſolve as not to diminiſh one. ſentence 
from it, to make it more excuſable , ſo 
not toadd one ſentence toit, to make 
it more commendable ;, only a little 11; 
the introdattion-which- I then omitted, , 
and now to make what fellows . [ence 
kave added. 

It was ſeed Town on g00d ground, . 
Preached to an honeſt Congregation at 
Stepney,though ſome fell by. the way: Mat-23.4-- 
fide; andebentherwicked” one picked” PPared 

B- up; 
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_ To the Reader. 


up : Thus as bold thieves will dare to 
pick pockets at the very bar of judge- 
ment, ſo Satan will be tempting and 
enſuaring , everi when - and where bis 
temptations are diſcovering. 

This Sermon bath a diſorderly pub- 
lication, both in regard of divers Ser- | \ 
mons that were preached before it on 
the ſame text , and divers that are to 
follaw after it , but as this finds accep- 
rance, ſo 1 at preſent purpoſe to deal 
with the reſt, either to the cloſet or the 
nouſe top. 

If any thing in ut prove uſefull to 
thy ſoul in. the hour of temptation , let 
God have thy praiſes , who deſerves 
them ; and let him have thy prayers 
Who needs them , aud who promiſes to 
be mm return for them, . 


em 


ao e422. 


” 


Thy Servant ſor Jeſus ſake. 


ALit. Meade. 


'Epheſ. 5. 15, 16. 


See then that ye walk 
circumſpettly,. not as 
fools,but as wiſe: Re- 
deeming the time be- 
cauſe the. days. are 
evil. 


O be good at all times isa 
Chriſtians Cuty,but to be 
good in- bad times is a 
Chiriſtians glory; to be a 
Lor in Sedo 7ob inthe land of Vx, . 


a Saint-in Nero's houle;. To be blame- Phit.2.15.j+ - I 


leſs and barmeleſs,. the. Sons of God 
without rebuke, w the-meiſft of a GT, 
«4 [4 
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Favenal.. 


# their cntring-into Canaan, utterly 


ed and perverſe Nation: this is the 
credit of a Chriſtian profeſſion. Bad 
times and bad manners too often 
corrupt good men : Feter was vety 
zealous for Chriſt among the Diſci- 
ples, but when he had been but a 


while inthe High Priefts Hall, how 


doth he then deny Chriſt. / 

Foſeph had: been but a while: at 
Court , and he had learned the 
Court-Oath, to fwear bythe life of 
Pharach: lhe Iſraelites: were no 
ſooner mingled with the Heathen, 
but they forth with bow and Sacri- 
ficeto their Gods: they were mingled 
among the Heathen, and learned their 
works, and they ſerved their Idols , 
Pſal. 106. 35. 36+ 


—Grex totus 11 40715 
Umus ſcabie cadit, et porxegime porct. 


The Apoſtle engliſhes it, 1 Cor.15. Þ 


33. Evil conmunCcation corrupt s good 
manners. Sin is of a very leavening 


*. nature, A. little leaven leavenet h the 
* whole lump, Gak 5. 9. And there- 


fore it is that God commands 1/rae!, 


to 
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to deſtroy all the Nations , to wake 
no - covenant , nor to - marry with 
them ; why ? leſt they ſhould learn 
their manners and their cuſtoms. 
And this was the reaſon of this A- 
poſtolical Szada, or. Exhortation in 


| the Text to the Chruch of Epheſus, 
| Towalkcircumfyettly, 


This Epheſus was the Metropolis 
and chief City in Aſa X4:nor: A City 
much given to ſuperſtition and Ido- 
latry ;there was the Temple of the 
great Goddeſs Dana , a City where 
the. preaching and. profefi;ng the 
Goſpel was much perſecuted ; and 
therefore the Apoſtle Paullaith, Ze 
fought with Reaſt at Epheſus. 

Now. what with Superſtition a- 
mons them., and perſecution upon 
them, the days were very evil; and 
hence he gives them. this coun{el in 
the Text ; See then that ye walk, cir. 
cumspcitly, not as fools but 4s Wiſe, re- 
deeming the tame beeauſe the. days are 
evil 

The words have in them four 


_ parts. -. | 


Firſt, A great duty enjoyned, See 
that ye walkFeircumsþectly. 


Secondly, 


ACT, 0.27 


I Cor.15.. 
31s 


ls 
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Secondly, The injun&ion explati- 
ned , Not as fools but as wiſe. 
Thirdly, the explanation amplifi- 
ed, Redceming the time. 
Fourthly, The reaſon of all ur- 
ed, becauſe the daits are evil. 
he firſt general, viz. The injun- 
Qion ofa duty we have already ſpo- 


ken to, and are come to-the 1ccond - 


General, viz. 
The explanation of the injunction, 
which ſets out to us the manner of 


" this circumipe&t walking, and that 


= negatively and affirmative- 


Ge tively, Not as fools. 
rmatively, But 2s wiſe. 


Thi Negative caution which tt e- 


Apoſtle gives Chriſtians, rot to walk, 


as fools , doth imply in it this affir- 
mative conclulion. 


T hat there are many Profeſſors of 
Religion are fools in ther Fro- 


feſſor.. 


This 1 have ſpoken to at large, 
and am now upon the explanation 


of the injunction , 44 we/e-, from. 
whence 


wl 


aw _—mum 
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whence we lay down this Aﬀertion, 


That it is the Coriſtians-duty to. 
walk w1:ſely. 


I have explained the term, what it 
15 to walk wiſely. 

| have confirmed the Point , that 
it 1s the Chriſtians duty. 

I have given you the properties of 
this ſpiritual wiſdom. 

The fourth thing is to ſhew you, 
when this ſpiritual wifdom.is in ſea- 
ſon. . 

Anrſ. At all times.Spiritual wifdom 
15 never out of ſeaſon. Solomon lays, 
there is a ſeaſon to every thing , and 
a time to every purpoſe under Heaven. 

Yer there are two things he allots 
no time for, for fin, and for holineſs: 
He doth not fay there is a time to 
ſin, becauſe there is no timefor that: 
he doth not fay there is a time to 
ſerve God ,and be holy , and wiſeto 
{alvation,becauſe all time is for that. 
Holineſs and ſpiritual wiſdom is al- 
ways in ſeaſon. 

But yet there are four peculiar ſea- 


ſons of this walking wiſely. 


Eccl, I ol S << 


Spiritual Hiſdom. 


' In times of outward proſperity. 
In times of outward trouble and 
affliction. 
In times of Temptation. 
In times of ſpiritual delertion. 
Where the wiſdom of walking in 
proſperity. lyeth, I have ſhewed you 


already in five things. Where the 


wiſdom of walking in-afflition lyeth 
I have ſhewed you n twelve things. 
Now in the third place, I ſhall ſhew 


you that it-is the Chriſtians duty to- 


walk wiſely in times of temptation. 
And then ſhew you wherein the wiſ- 
dom of walking in temptation lieth: 


T hat it 1s the Cariſtians duty,to walk, | 


| 


wiſely inthe time of temptation. Chri- 
ſtian wiſdom..is never more neceſſa- 
ry than when we are aflaulted by 
that cunning abverſary. 

To clear this 1 ſhall lay-down ſc- 
ven gradual conclufions. 


| 


1. Thatthe Saints of God are very. | 


emcident to temptations from Satan, 


_ theleare the Buts the Devils ſhoots- | 


the arrows of his rage againſt. The 


Pyrat doth not aſſault the empty. 
Ship-, nor the Thief break open the 
poor mans.-Cottage ; but. where the 


Prize: 
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Prize is, there the onſet is. 

Grace will keep us from inning 
in temptaton , but it will not keep 
us from ſuffering under temptation. 
Chriſt was madelike to us, that eh 
he might be tempted, and we are 
tempted , that we may be made like 
to Chriſt. 

The more a man is renewed and 
{lanRified, the more is he tryed and 
buffeted ; the more God hath done 
for him, the more will Satan do a- 


| gainſthim ; the more God increal- 


cth his grace, the more Satan diſtur- 
beth his peace. 

Nay immediately upon the great- 
eſt diſcovery from God, the Saints 
have the ſore batteries from Satan; 
when God dicovers moſt of his 
love tous, Satan. will ther diſcover 
moſt of his rage againſt us; if Chriſt 


doth but take us into the Banqueting Cant,2.4. 


houſe , Satan will preſently lead us 
into the Wilderneſs. 

Paul was no ſooner come down 
out of the higheſt Heaven, but he is 
ſtraightway ſet upon by an enemy 
from the loweſt Hell. He had no 


ſooner received abundance of Reve- 


lations 


—_—_—— 
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compar. 
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17. 5. 


lations to comfort him , but the 
next news is a Meſſenger of Satan 


2 Cor. 12. to buffet kim, After that glorious re-. 


velation he falleth into a grievous 
temptation, infomuch that the joy 
of his Spirit was much abated by the 
thorn in the fleſh, | 

Thus it was with the Lord Chriſt 
himſelf , he no ſooner heareth the 
voice of God from Heaven, faying, 
This ts my Beloved Son, but immedi- 
ately the ſpirit from Hell cometh and 


queſtioneth his Son-ſhip : he. was | 
Mat. 3.16. No ſooner gone up out of the water 


where he was baptized , but he is 


with Mate. forthwith led xp into the wilderneſs 
tobe tempted. 


And if he did thus to the green tree, 


what will he not do in the ary ? So | 


that it is clear, that the Saints of 
God are-very incident to temptati- 
ons from Satan. 


Secondly, Man is very weak at be# 


Pſal. 11, f9 Withſtand tempration, when it is 
117. ang' leaſt. So long as God holdeth us up 


we cannot fall, but if God giveth vs 


_ up, we cannot ſtand. It is mans 


weakneſs to preſume upon his own 


ſtrength, when as his beſt ſtrength is | 
but weakneſs. Peter | 


— 


- or _— 95 AY 
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Peter promiſes not to leave Chriſt, 
but when the temptation cometh, 
then he leaveth his promiſe. To per- 
{iſt in duties of Santtification, and t0 
reſiſt in caſes of temptation, both 
theſe are mans rworks to do, but we 


muſt have Gods ſtrength to do them. Job: 16-5. 


How vain is man to think himſelf a- 
BY thing , v;hen without Chriſt he car 
ao nothing ? | 

Thirdly , We have in our natures 
much for temptation to work_ upon. 


| Our corrupt hearts are like Tinder,. 


apt to take when the Devil ftriketh 
fire. He that promiſeth himſelf that 


the frame of his heart will be the- 


lame under: a- temptation as it was 
before, may as well promiſe himſelf 


that though he fall into the water, he- 
ſhall be dry , becauſe while he was. 


upon the ſhore he was not 1et. 

It is not with Chriſtians as it was 
with Chrift. When Satan"came to 
tempt him, he found nothing in him, 
no carnal principles, no ſecret luſt, 
no corrupt. matter to faſten his 


temptations upon. T he Prinee of this . 
World cometh and hath nothing in me, 


Joh. 14. 20. 
But 
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But it is otherwiſe with Chriſti- 
ans: Satan hath for the compaſſing 
his ends a ſure party in our own bo» 


ſom : When. Satan. beleagureth us. 


without , fin is ready to betray us 
within. 4 mans enemies are they of bus 
own houſe. 

Chriſt had only the ſuffering part 
of temptation when. he entred int@ 
it, but we have alſo the finning part 
of it. Though when Satan came to 
Chriſt , he found nothing in him; yet 
whenhe comes to Chriſtians, he finds 
much in them. | 

Though believers: are not in. fin; 
yet there is fin in believers; much 
Isft remaineth in the beſt. Where 
grace is it deſtroyeth ſins power, but 
it. doth not deſtroy its- preſence: 
Though we are fanQtified. in every 
part, yet we are ſanttificd but in part. 

hough Regeneration taketh much 
{im our of us,. yet Temptation find- 
eth much fin ſtill inus, There is much 
for temptation to work upon. and 
therefore we had need to walk wilcly 
19 temptotion. 

Fourthly , Satan with great. cun- 
ning ſuiteth his temptations to mans 
nature. 


i. 
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nature aud diſpoſition; as he hath 
great malice, as being a Devil, ſo he 
hath great knowledge , as being an 
Angel; and as his knowledge is 

great by intelligence , ſo it is height- 
| ned by experience. For hehath been 
trading with ſouls, well nigh fix 
thouſand years. He doth not love to 
fail againſt the Wind , nor row a- 
gainſt the tyde ; he ſuits the tempta- 
tion without us , to the luſts and 
corruptions within us , and ſo hath 
Wind and Tyde with him. If he 
meet with Peter, he dealeth with his 
carnal fear, with Davids luſt, with 
Fonahs paſſion , with Dietrephes his 
ambition. 

Oh kow wiſely doth it behove us 
to walk in temptation ! 

Fiſthly , As all Saints are tempted 
to commit ſin, ſo many commit the ſin 
to which they are tempted: AsSatan 
i5 alwaies very treacherous , fo he is 
often very proſperous. He cannot 
make us full finally, but he maketh 
us fall frequently : He doth often 
bruiſe our heel , though he cannot 
break our head. Hebloweth the coal 
of luſt in David, and how ny 

ot 
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Mark 13. 
37. 


doth ir flame in Adultery and Mur- 


der! Though Satan cannot break 


our backs , yet he may break our 
bones, and ſend us haltins to our 
Graves; and therefore we had need 
walk witely in temptation. 

Sixthly, A man may withſtand 4 
temptation at one time , and yet fall 
ander the ſame temptation at another: 
For the influences of grace may be 
'more'at one time, and leſs at ano- 
ther. A mans own heart may be in 
a watchful frame at one time, and in 
a ſleepy , carnal frame at another; 
and Satan then comes ſooneſt when 
the heart is ſecureſt. It isthe belie- 
vers duty to watch always, but the 
believerisnot always inthat duty. 

Now if Satan cometh once and 
findeth him watching , he will go 
and come again when he may find 
himfleeping. 

Satan isnot for ever conquered, 
becauſe he is once reſiſted. What he 
faileth in at one time, he attempteth 
at another. When he fett Chriſt, it 
was with an intent to come again, 
Luk.4. 13. When the Devil had ended 
all the temptation, he departed from 


him 
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bim , for how long ? for a ſeaſon; 
&x@ 4 x&'f&, untill another opportu- 
nity : for he ſet upon him” again, 
Joh. 14. 30. «+ 

We ſhall never be out of Satan's 
reach, til] we come into the boſom 
of Teſus Chriſt. | 

As Chriſt ſometimes leaveth us, 
and then returneth again; ſo doth 
Satan. Chriſt leaveth us , to make 
us a& grace, and walk more ſtridtly; 
Satan leaveth us , to make us lay a- 
fide grace , and walk more remiſly. 

When Chriſt departs, we are apt 
to be caſt down, and to ſay we fhall 
never ſee comfort. When Satan de- 
parts , weare apt to be lifted up and 
toſay, We ſhallnever fee trouble. 
When as both withdraw , to return 
again , Chriſt withdraws that he 
may return with the greater mercy, 
and Satan withdraws that he may 
return with the greater fury. 

7. In every temptation the ſoul runs 
a great ternet aeftruttion: 
The deſign of the Tempter is the 
ruine of the Believer : As the delign 
of Chriſt inRegeneration is to fave 


the foul; fo the deſign of Satan in 
| tempta- 


— — — — 
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== temptation is to deſtroy it! Qu 
bleſſed Redeemer would fain makef, , 
us as happy as himſelf in Heaven,andf... 
this curſed tempter would fain makeh 
us as miſerable as himſelt in Hell. He 
Judev .6. that kept not bis own ſtation, grudgeth 
us ours. It is matter of his envy 
that we ſhould poſleſs that hab:ta- 
tzon which he fo ſinfully Teſt ; and 
therefore his work on earth is to hin-[ h 
der us inour working for Heaven.He 
envieth us everlaſting crowns of righ- | | 
reonſneſs, when-he himſelf lieth in þ; 
everlaſting chains of darkneſs :, and 
therefore he would fain defile us 
here, that ſo he might deſtroy us for | | 
Ever . | ; Gi 

Surely therefore if at all times, a 
Chriſtian therefore ſhould walk wiſely, th: 
then in times of Temptation more eſpe- 
cially, 

Query, But you will ſay, where ly- 
eth the wiſdom of walking 1m a time of Ch 
remptation ? Suppoſe I am much eer- 
ciſ*d with temptations of ſeveral kinds, 
wherein doth the wiſdom of walking T 
conſiſt at ſuch a time ? _ 

I ſhall anſwer the queſtion in | - 
thirteen particulars. th 

1. 1n |< 


p ” - 
. - _— 


_ COS 


—. e—_— 
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1. In ſubmitting to the mill of God 
af remptajion.There is no temptation 
xefalls us bur it is according to the 
Kekw/ill of God: God willethour trials . 
2 hat he may try our wills, whether 
Mithey will bow to his will or no : A 
hriſtian ſhould ſay , the Will of the ASS 21, 
* 1L:rd be done, though he be undone; '** 
id nuch more he ſhould be contented 
7. {hen it is the Will. of God he ſhould 
, de tried. 
"| God ordereth and diſpoſeth, and 
q imeth all our temptations. Satan 
© {cannot do what he pleaſeth but what 
5 1God pleaſcth. 
| Hehadnotpower to touch Fob till Job, 1.12. 


God gave him leave ; and when he 
had power he could go no farther 
than the wiſeGod pave him order. 
In temptation *tis not what Satan 
- [will but what God will, 

- | Yethow frowardly do many of the 
| [Children of God carry themſelves in 
temptation, ſpeaking hardly of God, 
Jas ifhe had forlook them, becaule he 
| [luffers Satan to buffet them ? 

Now then, if | ſubmit to the will 
of God in temptation , ani fay , al- 
[though I could rejoyce to be rid of 
this 


——. 
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i this temptation , yet-it is not fit 1" 
1 ſhould chuſe my condition , then IÞ® 
il walk wifely in temptation. #3 
2. 1n dif el aiming ſelf confidence andP** * 


| 
| not truſting in our own ſtrength. Self. £ 
j -confidence uſually meeteth withf* © 


ſome {ad miſcarriage for its recom- "4. 
xs hi 


pence. Satan deſires no grearer ad- 
Ig 


| NM vantage againſt us, than to find us in 
our own ſtrength, when. he cometh * 

| Prov. 25+ to aſſault us. Solomon ſaith, He thatf"* 

| 26, trifts in his own heart is a fool ; Why * 

| a fool? becauſe heis ſure to be de-F? 

| 

| 

| 


| ceived. So fooliſh was Peter, ThoughP** 
Mat. 26- ll men forſake thee , yet will net I.| x 

| th What ? deny my Maſter the Son off 
| God , my Redeemer ! What denyf[!* 
the bleſſed Jefus ? Thou -art Chriſt 're 

the Son of the living God ; and. there-[ 

| fore though I ſhould die with thee, yet | 
| Mat. 16,6. Will I not deny thee, and yet whol\.* 
& 26, 24. forſook Chriſt ſo ſadly as Peter ? hel”? 
doth not only forfake him , but for-[? 
{wear him, 4 
The ſtrength of a believer lieth|/ 

not in himſelf but in his Saviour;], 
God can overcome Satan without" 
| our hands , but we cannot ſo muchſ>" 


as defend our ſelves without his. 
armÞÞ* 


——— — 


— 
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, rm : He can do. all things without 
5, we can do nothing without him. 
dffe 15 the ſtrength of Tjrael. 
I. And therefore when the. Apoſtle 
thiayeth down. direCtions for the witi- 
n.ſt2:iding temptations , he giveth this 
4.þ5 his firſt counſel, Be ſtrong in the 
in : 
-h{oods power is greater to help us, 
ar $han Satans is to hurt us: As with- 
y ut Gods leave he cannot tempt us; 
e109 whenhe doth tempt, God will 
pot leave us3 when Satan doth his 
7, frorſt to throw us down, God will 
,fÞo his beſt to make us, ſtand. As we 
y fe kept by the power of God ,to ſalva- 
F194, 10 weare kept by. the power 
jo! God from temptation. 
| Now then, if in temptation. f dil- 
go |f/aim fſeli-confidences, and reft upon 
eſdivine omnipotence, .if I ceale from 
jay. own ſtrength and rely upon the 
Itrength of God, then do I walk wiſe- 
kb 72. temptation. 
| 3 1: diſtinguiſhing between tempt a- 
+Fions from God and Satan. Sometimes 
[00d tempteth, and ſometimes Sa- 
gfjan z God temtpeth for good cnds, 
1Patan for eyil ends, God tempteth to 
| | C42 tr\ 


29. 


ord, and in the power of his might. EP".6. 1, 


[1 Pete 5, 
19 


/ 


I Sam. 1, 
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try grace, Deut. 13.3: The Lord your?” 
God proveth you, to know whether 51221 
love the Lord your God with all your by 
heart. fir 
. Thus it is ſaid , God rempred A-|, _ 
braham » Gen. 22. 1. It was to ery ha 
his faith and obedience. _ 
Thus he tempteth Hezekzah,2Chr,|P! 
32. 31. Godleft him to try him, that| "© 
he might know all that was in hts heart.|*8 
But. Satan tempteth to deſtcoy| #9 
race, not to try it. lo 
As the deſign of temptation is the | 90 
ruin of grace, ſo God is ſaid to tempt| ® 
no man, . 
But as the deſign of temptation is| ©© 
Per 1 6, the tryal of grace, fo God tempteth re 
a every man. God tempteth for proba-|'/ 
m tion , Satan for reprobation; God be 
Mat. 7.12. when he tempteth, comerh with his| ® 
| fan, to fan out the chaff and rubbiſh,|'"? 
but to keep in and preſerve the|&' 
wheat; but Satan when he temptethy| 5! 
cometh with his eve, to let out the] ® 
wheat , but to keep in the rubbiſh:] ® 
-The fan cafteth out the worſt: anc 
duke 22. keepeth in the beſt; but the ſieve] ”! 
3L keepeth in the worſt, and cafteth © 
the beſt. So God by his temptatio 


purget 


— 


——_ 


Jam. 1.13: 


Eo 
—y 


ation. T9 © 
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xlpurgeth corruption out of us , and 
nouriſheth grace in vs : But Satan 
by his temptations laboureth to  con- 
firm fin, and weaken grace. 
4.1 Godtempteth becaule he would 
have ' us ftand, Satan tempteth to 
make- us fall ; God tempteth to 
purge out” lin, that when Satan 
tempteth he may not take advantage 
- [againſt us by our ſin; God tempteth 
»y| 0 cleanſe corruption-out ofus , that 
ſo. when Satan cometh he may find 
« | nothing in us; God tempteth us be- 
pt cauſe he loveth us; Satan tempteth 
becauſe he hateth us: God tempteth 
;c| tO make us like Chriſt 3 Satan temp- 
þ|\teth to make us leave Chriſt, 
a.['-- Now: then: if F diſtinguiſh aright 
,q| between temptations from God, 
il and temptations from Satan 5 be- 
1, tween thoſe that are only to try 
1e|- grace; and thoſe that are to deſtroy 
h,| grace z rhat I may improve the for- 
\e|-mer, and reſiſt the: latter , then do 7 
h.1 walk wiſely in temptation. 

4 It is wiſdom not to bring our own 
rerſon to the temptanion 7, but to bring 
the temptation ta the blood of Chriſt. 
Vain,man: thinketh in the ſtrength-of 

459 ET” C3 his: 
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his own reaſon to out-argue th 
-tempter; this is toſhoot with Sata 

in his own Bow. To argue with al, 
is, as the Proverb hath it, To Light 

Cangle-to the Dewil. 


\ Yet. how ready are we to parlq 
with him ! Wher. he- knocks at the 


door; how aptare we tolook out af 


the Window / 

,. Eve ventureth to treat-with, hig 
- about the forbiddenfruit ,: and fros 
treating ſhe fkils to catiag,tothe ruj 
of a whole: World: at oxce. Cam a'ms 
take fireinhrs boſom,. and' bys clocth 


Prov. 6. 
net beburnt ? Can he goupon bot cog 
_ anudhig feet not be:burned ? ... - 
Reaſon is buta: carnal- mo 


- our enemyis ſpiritual ; ant} therefore 


the weapons of our warfare muſt not bt 


Eph.6.12- carnal, he muſt be {piritually fu 
dued: : The blood. of Chriſt ca 
quenchtemptation , Reaſon cannot 
Satan {24th to carnal Reaſon, as t 
— evil ſpirit did to: Szva's ſons, Fefl 
* 1kyow, and Pai] know, but who art 
% ou: ? ard -it leaped upen them , atid 
overcame them 1 

. Bring Reaſon to a temptation, a 
it beareth dorm thanziiduns.bring/ a 
| temp- 


My ———— es ee et ee 
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taf{{emptation_to the blood of Chriit, 
in{0d it cannot ſtand before thar. 
+ 4 Nowthen , if I oppole not temp- 
tations by my own Reaſon, but bring 
le/ftem to the Blood of Chriſt to ex- 
td tinguiſh theny then I walk wilely in 
temptation. 
5e It ts wiſdom tolay in proviſion in 
ind £197e of temptation, To ſtore the heart 


jd temptation out.” There is Goſpel 
A proviſion , which if laid up in the 
,4 heart , will keepout all temptation, 
| from entring to hurt; and that is 
.. | the ſence of the love of God in Chriſt, 
4 Though we be under temptation, 


| to temptation. 
Senſeof the love of God in Chriſt 
doth conſtrain grace, and reſtrain 
«| {1n; it ſtrengthens the new man, and 
| weakens the old 3 and there tcmpta- 
tion never proſpereth ; where grace 
flouriſheth, and fin withereth. 
Now then, if I lay in ſuitable pro- 
viton in time of temptation , that 
may be a help to prelerve me when 
Satan doth afſault me, then 1 walk 
| wiſely in temptation. 
C 4. 6.The 


with- ſomewhat that may keep: 


1 yet this will keep us from entring in- _ 16.. 


- 


: 
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1 Sam. 17. 
IO, 49. 


Luke 2.2 


* days together combating with Satan, 


6. The Wiſdom of walking intemJ \ 
tation lieth in fighting Satan withyfgy 
Scripture weapons, There is not aJhin 
temptation of Satan which the Wor&,,, 
dothnot arm you againſt, | 

It's ſtoried that a certain Jewſ ,, 
ſhould have poyſoned- Luther, bu 
was prevented by his piture which {1 
was lent to Luther with a warning] Te 
from a faithſul friend, that he ſhould 
take heed of ſucha man when he law ;., 
him,by which means Luther knew the 
Murderer, and prevented the delign.| 

The Scripture doth not only wal $ 


-us, and ſhew us the face of thoſe luſts] 


which Satan workcth by to deſtroy] G 
us, but it armeth us againſt them: 
Satan is never. fo worſted as when \ 
Scripture weapons are uſed ; Tholel 
ſhaſts ſtrike Satan to the quick that 
are taxen out of Gods quiver, David i, 
with ſtones out pt the Brook lays] þ 
Goliab, that cnemy of T/rael, fo with] c 
ſtones out of the Brook of Scripture,] | 
may we conquer this enemy of God 
and ſouls. | 

When the Lord Chriſt was forty 


wat ws Rx Iy9 


he uſeth only Scripture Arguments. 
| When 


_ 


— 


vS-+ — 
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When he tempts him to. turn 
"Afones into Bread , Chriſt anſivers 
U him with Scripture; It is written, 
Omar liveth not by bread alone , but "by 
every word that "uy ont of the 

ew wourh of God, Mat. 4. 

ud Whenhe tempts tim to caſt him- 
ich {elf down from the Pinatle of the 

| Temple, Chriſt. urgeth Scripturea- 

al gain, It 15 gh. Thou (batt not 
aW tempt the Lord thy God, ver. 7. 
hel And ſo when he tempteth him to 
"| worſhip him, Rill Chriſt oppoſeth 
ml Scripture-to the Tempter, It i writ= 
ſts ten, thou "ſhall: wor jb. Pp the Lord thy 
oy God ,& hin only ſhalle thou ſervev.10. 
m:l Thus the Lord Chriſt fetcheth ar- 
Ml! guments out ©: Scripture, and with 
{ 

©| theſe puts to flight the Tempter. 
i The word of God hath a power in 
dl it to quath all Satans temprations;do 
*J but oppole his aſſaults with Scripture 
bl commands, and he will never be abc 
»| to ſtand. And therefore the Apoſtle 
- giverh good advice in this very caſe 
of oppoſing Satan, Epi. 6. 7. Take 


'| Word of God. 
' Sothatif' in temptations [ oppoſe 


'®) Satan: 


ſy the Sword of the Spirit , which is the 


_—_— 
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Satan with Scripture weapons , if [ 
urge Scripture. injunctions againſt 
the Serpents ſuggeſtions , and fo ſer} tt 
Gods wiſdom *againit Satans cun-J 0 
ning, then I walk wiſely mm temptation, tt 
7. It is wiſdom tolook upon tempta- | ai 
tion as broken and overcome in Coriſh, | ti 
and to conſider Satan as a conquered | q 
enemy : This will not make us the | #4 
leſs careful, but the leſs ſearful': All I :/ 
the temptations that befall the peo- | $ 
ple of God, are already overcome in | t| 
Chriſt; For this purpoſe the ſon of Goa | f 
was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy | y 
the works of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3.5. - | t 
The Lord Chriſt was a common | ] 
perſon, and that . not only in his 
death, but in his life. Chriſt was not | z 
born for himſelf, but for us ; tous 4 | 1 
| 


AP Child 15 born, to us a Son 1s groen, He 
* did not obey for himfelf but for us; 

By the obeatence of one , ſhall many be 

Ro. 4.19 made righteous, He did net die and | | 
ſuffer for himſelf, but for us; Ze | 1 
| 

i 


Gal. 2, 12 
** '? Was madeacurſe for us. 


Whatever evil Chriſt did under- 
go, he underwent it for us, he was 
tempted for us, he broke Satans head 
for us. As when Adam was tempted, 

in 


—* 


—k 
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In dcing a common perlon , we were 
all tempted in him, and he falling in 
the temptation , we fell in him. 
Omnes eramis ile unus homo. S0 when 
the Lord Chriſt lived in the world, 
and was tempted by Satan , we were 
tempted in him , and when he con- 
quered , we conquered in him ; ſo 
that we are more than Conquerors 
trough him that loved us, Rom.8.z7. 
Satan now through the vitory of 
the Crols is a conquered enemy. He ' 
fights againſt the members of Chriſt 
with broken weapons ; for the Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation hath ſpoyled c1.> jc. 
Principalities and powers. 
So thatif I look upon temptation 

as broken, and Satans power as: 
tpoiled and overcome by the Death 
and Crols of Chriſt, rhe / walk wiſe- 
ly tn temptation. 

$ If the temptation travel with adi- 
lemma or difficulty on each band , and 
the Coriſtian chuſeth that part of the 
dilemma that is for the glory of God, 
though grievous tothe fleſh,rather tnan 
that partthat is profitable and gratify- 
ing to the fleſh, but tending to the di/- 


| bonvur of God, then he walks wiſely. 


Some 
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Sometimes the people of God*are | he 
brought to ſuch ſtraights by tempra | X: 
tion, that either they muſt fin much | the 
to avoid ſuffering, or ſuffer much to Þ Go 
avoid finning: Their own carnal ad- | þa 
vantage and outward ſafety lycth 
through ſin, but the glory of God | fot 
tieth through ſuffering. fel 

Such a Ditemma was that which | th 
the r2ree Children were brought into | te: 
by temptation , Dar. 3. 11. They | ri 
muſt either turn or burn; they muſt | us 
boy to the Image the King had ſet 
up, or burn in the Furnace he had | bc 
cauſed to be heated. | al 

If they worſhipped the Image, | tc 
they ſhould obey the Kings Com- | Þ' 
mand, but then they broke the com- | p| 

' Jand of God; if they-did not wor- 
thip, they ſhould provoke the Kings | | 
diſpleaſure, but then they kept in | p 
Gods favour : If they did worſhip, || þ 
they diſhonoured the God of 3:07; if | r 
they did not worſhip: they provoked || { 

f 
ſ 
ſ 


the Kingof Babylon. 

Here is the dilemmaznow ſee how 
wiſely they chuſe, verſ. 17. 18. if 
it be ſo, our God whom we ſerve is able 


ta deliver us from the fiery furnace,and 
| _ be 


_— 


. 
= i. 
” 
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he will detiver us-out of thine hand, O 
King : but if not , be it known unto 
thee O King , we will nor ſerve thy 
Gods,noy wor ſhip the Image which thou 
haft ſet up. 

What a choire Spirit is this? not 
found in every houſe where the pro- 
feſſhon of Religion is hanged out at 
the door. How many in this hour of 
remptation are caught in this-inſna- 
ring trial ? what fay ſome ? come let 
us rather conform to the ccremonies, 


{ than loſe our liberties; rather ler us 


bow at the name of Jeſus, than loſe 
all for the ſake of Jeſus ; it is better 
to baptize with the Croſs, than to 
dear the Croſs; and to wear a Sur- 
plice, than to pinch our carcals. 
Thus many( it is to be feared) de- 
{roy their conlciences, to keep their 
places, and conform againſt their 


judgments, to-preſerve their profits; | 


this is as if a man to fave his hat 
ſhould loſe his head, or as ifa man 
ſhould fink the ſhip to avoid the 


ſtorm. Alaſs poor ſouls how are they 


fallen-in the hour of temptation! 
Suppole a man was put to this, 
either he muſt twcar Canonical obe- 


dicnce: 


% 
_—_— —_——Y_ _—n_— - * 


S piritual IViſaom p 


Rom.: 


and 3* 7* children is a good pat tern, we w:4 


dience, or he muſt be put to lilence, 
cither he muſt proſtitute the ſeals to 
all, or he muſt Preach to none, &- 


ther he muſt rake up the ceremonies 


or lay down the Miniſtry ; - This 
would be a great temptation, Which 
part ought a man to chufe in this 
cale ? 

Why , youwill fay, It is pity but 
{uch a man ſhould preach; I but it'is 
greater pity that. he ſhould tin; you 
will ſay he may do much good in his 
_——= would he but conform. | 
-, but he mujt not do cul that good may 
' comeon it. If 1 ſuffer for conſcience 
= God is honoured ; but if I fin 
for Gods fake, he is di honoured; for 
my lie-caunnt advance his glory and 
therefore the refolution of the three 


not worſhip the image theu haſt ſet up. 

So that if when temptation, brings 
me under a dilemma, I chuſe that 
part of the dilemma which is for 
Gods glory , thougi tor my loſs, ra- 
ther than that part whichis to Gods 
diſhonout and my gain , then 7 wak, 
w:/ely in temptation. 

« Wiſdom lies in adiligent ane 


vour 


MU 


es Sid AE. > EE + 
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vour to improve grace by temptation. 
As the Jſraelites were multiplied by 
being oppreſſed z it is ſaid, The more 
they were afflicted the more they grew, 
ſo a true [/racticre the more he is 
tempted , the more is his grace in- 
creaſed. As trees are the deeper roo- 
ted by the wind that moſt ſhakes 
them, fo beiieyers arc moſt ſtrength» 
ned by the temptations that moſt try 
them. 

Temptation. is the Devils bellows 
which he brings to blow out the 
ſpark of that Heavenly fire that is in. 


Ex0.1, 12 


vs but as the breath of the bellows * 


makes the fire flame the more, ſo the 
blaſts of temptation make grace in- 
creaſe the more. God hath an over- 
rulinghand over temptations, and he 
turris them. to good when- Satan.in- 
tends them for hurt, and makes grace 
proſper by that very means, whereby 
Satan hopes-to make it wither. Thus 
can God out-ſhoot Satan in his own 
Bow. k 

So then, If I labour to grow im 
grace in time of temptation, if I turn 
a tempting ſeaſon into a growing ſea- 
ſon ,then I walk, wiſely in temptation 
LO. /? 


FS iritual Hiſdom 


Rem, 16. 
LO. 


1 Cor. 13 
L5. 


Heb. 13.5 
Owen 


- 


19. It 1 wiſdom in a1 vg to uſe 
no indireft means for riddante, but ty 


reſt npon the promiſe for deliverance. 


There is no temptation that: can be- 
fall us, but God hath made a ſuitable 


promiſe to relieve us ? that ſo we 


might not ſinfully deliver our ſelves, 
bur patiently reſt on him. for delive- 
rance. He hath promiſed to tread 
Satan under our feet, to bind the ſtrong 


man. Not to ſuffer us to be tempted 


above what we are able but to mak? a 
way for us to eſcape, that we may be 
able to. bear it- 'O that Chriſtians 
world ſtudy the promiſe , and eon- 


verſe much with the promiſe in: 


time of temptation ! God hath pro- 
miſed never to forfake us; and there- 
fore never let us forſake the pro- 
miſe. There are three things very 
remarkablein every promiſe. 1. The 


faithfulneſs of the Father who gives tt. 
' 2. Thegrace of the Son, which 15 the 


matter of it, 3, The power of the Spi- 
rit which acgompliſheth it, The faith- 
fulneſs of the Father who makes the 
promiſegood to us. The grace ofthe 


Son makes the promiſe ſweet to us.-[ 


The efficacy of the ſpirit makes the 
pr0- 


” 
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promiſe good in us. So that the 
promiſe 1s a ſure reſting place for a 
tempted ſoul. Now then, if in temp- 
tation I uſe no indire& means for 
riddance, but reſt upon the promiſe 
for deliverancethen do 1 walk, wiſcly 
int empt arwn. 

11 The wiſdom of walking in temp- 
tation lieth in not yielding to tempta- 
tzon. Temptation from Satan 1s our 
ſuffering , but it is rom our ſelves if 
it becomes our fin: The Devil may 
flatter us,but he cannot force us : He 
may provoke , but without our 
conſent he cannot prevail : He may 
tempt us unto fin, but he. cannot 
tempt us into fin: He could never 
come into the houſe if we did not 
open the door: Every man tis temp- 
ted; When? when he is aſſaulted ? 
no, but when he is drawn away of his 
ewn luſt and incited. The true pro- 
_—_— caule of ſin is in every 
mens ſoul ; Satan is the Father of 
temptation , but the heart is the 
Mother of- fin. Suggeſtion with- 
cut could do -nothing, were it not 


| for corruption withinz it is not 


calliditss diaboli decipientss , but vs- 
— luntas 


Jam. 1. Is 


Aug. de- 
pec. orig. 
I,.2.C4Þ437 
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luntas homines conſentientis , out- 
wardcraft could do nothing without 
inward luft. Satan wooes our wills, 
but we will our own woes. T0.7V 
7X0 vihav HK DNOE TE mVWwuolOy 
the ftre is in our wood , thoug't it be 
the Devils flame; we may do the 
Devil wrong ( as bad as heis ) to lay 
all our fins at his door , as though 
we. were innocent ;: for though the 
Baſtard be gotten by him , it 1s con- 
ceived and brought forth by us. This 
is an old trick, as old as Adams: when 
God asketh him, Haſt thou eaten of, 


Gen. 3.11 the tree [for bad the ? mark how he 


12, 13s 


thiſteth it off; The:womzn which thou 
gaveſt to be with me, ſbe g ave me of the 


fruit of the tree. and I did eat. And: 


when God comes to the Woman and 
asketh , What is this that thou haſt 
done ? faith ſhe, the ſerpent beguzled 
me, and ] dideat. Adam ſhifteth the 
fault from himſelf to the woman, 
and ſhe from her ſelf to the Serpen:. 
But had not they been willing what 
could the Serpent have done ? if we 
are tempted,it is Satans fault ; butif 
we yield, it is our guilt. Sceva at the 
fiege of Dyrrachim ſo long alone 
reliſted 


— 
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reliſted Powpeys Army , thathe had 
two hundred and twenty darts ſtick- 
ing in his ſhield, and Joſt one of his 
eyes, and yet gave not over till Ce/4r 
cafne into his refcue. Under the Law 
if a manmeet a Damſel and ly with 
her , if ſhe conſented thereto ſhe 
diced , but if ſhe cried out ſhe was 
innocent, and acquitted. So if when 
Satan aſſaults vs, ke obtains conſent 
froth'us, we' die; r jon when it - 65 fi- 
Mſhed, bringsforth death; But if we 
conſent-not, but cry out to Chrift 
for help againft temptation, we ſhall 
be delivered:. Sg that if 1 ſtand out 
and: yield" not. when temptatibo 
comes, if I conſent, not. to, the. fin' thre 
teidptarionſeads to-, if though Satan 
perfwades, yet he prevails not then / 
walk wiſely in temptation. 

12:The Wiſdom of walking in temp- 
tation, lieth in praying much, when we 
are tewpred much}, this is the Lord 
Chrifts own counſel , Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. 

Prayer is faiths recourſe to tie 
fountain of ſtrength , to fetch help 
and fuccaur Againft the Tempter ;.in 
praying muth, when weare tempted 


much, - 


Dent. 21, 
23.0253, 


Jam. 1.15 


Vat. 26. 
4 1. 
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much, we counter-work Satan in his 
deſign; for one of his great deſigns 
in temptation, is, toſtop the ſtream 
of prayer. Chriſt ſhould; be moſt 
ſought when we. are moſt aſſaulted, 
Pail had a ſtrong temptation , and 
he made ftrong ſupplication. The 
thorn in hs fleſh cauled the groans of 
his ſpirit : The meſſenger of Satancom- 
5ng. to buffet him, made him ſend 
many a meſſage to Chriſt to comg, & 
ſupport him, For this I beſought - the 
Lord thrice, ( that is often }) that it 
might depart from me. When: Satan 
doth his worſt in tempting, a Chri- 
ſtian ſhould do his beſt in; praying. 
There are four, things efpeciz 

which ſhould be the-matter of 0 

Prayer in temptation. Pray that our 
Srace may be above our tryal. "_ 


that temptation may be firſt ſanRifi- | 


ed to us,then removed ſtum us. Pray 
that though we ſuffer by temptation 
yet we may not (in in temptation, 
deliver us from evil. Pray that Chriſt 
would nor be ſo far from'us, when 
Satan is ſo near to us; that when we 
are under the greatneſs of Satans 


malice, we may be under the experi- 
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ence of Chriſts prmiſe , who hath 
ſaid, my Jan & ſufficient for thee. 
Faiths diligence for preparation, in 
the hour of the ſouls tempration , 
lies much in ſupplication ; Satan may 
tempt us, but if he find a praying 
frame of heart, he cannot hurt us. -1 
have heard ofa malicious woman, 
who gave ber ſelf to the devil , pro- 
vided that he would do a miſchiefto 
{uch a neighbour, whom ſhe mortally 
hated; the devil went once and again 
todo his errand,but at laſt returns & 
tels her he could do no hurt to that 
man,for when ever de camehe found 
him either reading the Scriptures or 
praying. There is no voice God loves 
better;or that ſatan likes worſe than 
the voice of prayer. One of the Fa- 
thers call it Diabol: flagellum, the de- 


- | vils whip to torment him; and the A- 


poſtle when he wold teach us to ſtand 
againft Satan, bidsus pray alwaies.He 
that prayeth much is ſeldpm taken in 


- fin, but he is never taken with fin; he 


ſeldom aRs it, but he never likes it. 
now if temptation doth not make nie 
lay aſide duty, if I turn times of tem- 
ptation into times of ſuplicarion, 


- 
_— 


TT —_ 


if 


a6 


2 Cor. 12+ 
= 


Eph.5+18 


gooey Pa———_ 


"” —_ 


—9— 


36 Spiritual Wiſdom. © 


 — =. 


if when | am in greateſt danger] 
run to Chriſt for help and 'ſuccor, 
then do ] walk. wiſely in temptation, 
13. It is wiſdom when Satan ts, 
tempting,for us to be believing ; all the Lo 
Ciriſtians trength -and comfort is tel 
tecched without doors, and he' hath thy 
none toſend of his-errand but faith. 
In temptation thy work is to be- 
lieve, and then God will do the reft: J** 
Pal.56.2. Therefore ſaith David, Ar what time [f* 
1 am afraid , I will trieft in theeghe I 
tells God he will make botd- to ſtep [®D 
into his houſe , when takenin a J*” 
ſtorm , and doth not queſtion -his ha 
welcome. {It is one means of preſer- I" 
vation to believe that God vill - pre- lic 
lerve us.As the duty that Satan hates || <© 
moſt, is the duty of praying 3 16 the 
grace that Satan oppoſes moſt, is the C 


grace -of believing; all his tempta- hi 
. tions are levelled: at the ruine of I ©* 
Faith. He may tempt thee-to' ſins [| 
againſt the law, to uncleannefs, un- = 


juſtice, &c but'this is not his ulti- 
mate end , his great deſign lieth a- , 
gainſt thy intereſt in the Goſpel: Þ| 
What ever fn he temps thee to his 
aim 15 not only to draw thee to 
commit 
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ommit that fin, but to ruin thy 

aith, and fo rob thee of all good and 

benefit by Jeſus Chriſt. This was his 

delignin fifting Perer;, and this the 

Lord Chriſt forefaw , and therefore 

tells Peter,1 have prayed for theethat 

thy faith fasl not. And hence it is Luk. 22. 

_ [that the Apoſtle exhorteth us, Above 32+ 

all to take the ſlnel4 of faiths , where- Epi. 6.16 

with we ſhall be able to quench all the : 

fiery darts of the wicked, Every grace 

is of ule in this combate ; but faith is 

above all.T hz: 1s the vittory that overe | 
comes;even our Faith. Faith hath two 1 Joh. 5.4 - 
hands, a-receiving hand and a work- 

ing hand, and the receiving hand re. 

. Flieveth the workins hand; the re- 

, | ceiving handfetcheth in from Chriſt, 

the working hand improveth it for 

Chriſt, In temptation the receiving | 
hand fetcheth in ftrength and ſuc- 
cour, and the working hand uleth 
this ſtrength whereby we conyuer. 
Could we but believe, Satan could 
never hurt us; for then in our great- 
eſt conflits the Lord Chriſt would 
help us. There are eight things we 
ſhould exerciſe our Faith upon in 
temptations. 1. Bekeve the great 
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efficacy of the blood and Croſof Chriſt t: 
- quench temptations. 2. Believe that th 
bait interelt in all the fulneſs & merits 0 


Chrik, & ſay when thouart in temptation 
1 Cor. Is Chriit my wiſlom,r igbteouſneſs, ſancrificati 


in Satans hands, Satan is then in God 
hands.4. Believe that the promiſes run wit 
the /w:eteſt ſtreams, when Satan raiſeth th 
/ greateſt ſtorms .5, Believe what ſpiritu 
aliitance there isat hand to help and encou 

; rage us in the combate ; the love of God t 
grace of Chri!t,the power of the Spirit,an 
beſides all this,the good Angels guard us b 
Pal. 4. 7 commtſſi0n,when the bad Ange moleſt us b 
Hed.1.14- Gods permiſſion.6.Believe that the L.Chri 
Heb.2-19- hath learn'd to have compaſſion, by bis 01 
and 1, 15. trial in the day of his humilation. 7.Believe 
Luk.3.32- that white weare confliting on earth with 
Joh.17.15 the tempter,Chriſt is interceeding for us in 
Rev. 2.26, Meavenwith theFather.g,Believetheglori- 
and 3, 12. OuSrecompences that are appointed for all 
* * fchasovercome when they are tempted. 
Tobim'that overcomes, will grue to fit withme 
-onmythrome, as 1 alſo overcome am ſet down 
- with my father on bis throne,Re'v. 321+ Be thou 
faithjul unto death, © 1 will give thze a crown 
of life, Rev. 2. 10. Now then if when I amt 
tempted much;I truſt much; I turn times of 
temptation into times of believing,then do | 

welt, wiſely;iv temptation. And thus I hav 
: done withthis third ſeaſon of walking wiſe-) 
Jam. 1. <, 17, n{that is in time of temytation, | 


2 Tim, 3, Nowthe Lord h:lp you and me 10 pray for; 
- ap : and ſeek. aftzr. this ſpivital wildom , that we 
my b: fortified ceakthons :tion, and lo m1 
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wt e to ſaluition. 


